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SUBJECT: KIM IL SONG'S ABSENCE 

1 . ROK PRESS HAS OVER PAST TEN DAYS CARRIED SEVERAL 
ARTICLES PLAYING UP NORTH KOREAN LEADER KIM IL SUNG'S 
ABSENCE FROM PUBLIC AND SUGGESTING THAT IT MAY BE DUE 
TO ILLNESS AND MORE SPECIFICALLY, TO GROWTH ON NORTHERN 
PREMIER'S NECK. PRESS FEBRUARY 4 CARRIES TOKYO DATELINED 
ARTICLES UNDER SUCH HEADLINES AS "KIM ABSENCE FROM PUBLIC 
STIRS WILD SPECULATION" (KOREA HERALD). STORIES IN MOST 
PAPERS GIVE CLEAR IMPRESSION THEY THINK SOMETHING IS WRONG. 
TONGA ILBO HAS NOTED THAT KIM'S LAST KNOWN 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE WAS AT ARRIVAL SAO TOME PRINCIPE'S 
PRESIDENT DA COSTA'S DINNER FOR HIM DECEMBER 28. 

PRESS IS ATTRIBUTING KIM'S DISAPPEARANCE TO EITHER "CANCER 
ON THE BACK OF HIS NECK, "HYPERTENSION, OR HEART DISEASE. 

2. APPARENTLY SOME OFFICIAL ROK CIRCLES ARE ALSO TAKING 
REPORTS OF KIM'S POSSIBLE ILLNESS SERIOUSLY. EMBOFF WAS 
APPROACHED RECENTLY BY SOUTH-NORTH COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
SPOKESMAN YI TONG-POK WHO CITED ABOVE EVIDENCE AND ASKED IF 
USG HAD ANY INFORMATION TO INDICATE KIM WAS ILL. 
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COMMENT: WHILE THERE ARE CONFLICTING THEORIES ON THE 
STATE OF KIM'S HEALTH, CURRENT REPORTS ARE SPECULATIVE 
AND OBVIOUSLY SPONSORED BY ROKG AUTHORITIES. AT THIS POINT 
BELIEVE WISHFUL THINKING ACCOUNTS FOR MUCH OF THE ATTENTION 
BEING GIVEN TO THIS SUBJECT BOTH BY THE PRESS AND 
IN OFFICIAL CIRCLES. 
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